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When he wrote again on the 22nd, he was hardly more explicit:
" Many thanks for your letter which I had hoped to acknow-
ledge sooner. I have just been ordered off for two or three days'
rest by the doctor.
" I do hope you will if possible give your support to the
lines indicated in the letter which Barrie has taken back with
him, and will have before him when he meets his advisory
Committee on Monday. I enclose a copy.
" I hope you yourself are keeping better. I am staying at
Goring and may run over to see you to-morrow or Sunday,"
The letter which Mr. Lloyd George enclosed was an urgent
exhortation to the Chairman of the Ulster delegates on the
need for an Irish settlement " now during the war " for the
sake of Ireland, of the Empire and of our relations with the
United States. If the Convention failed it would be a task
" incumbent on the Government"; but it was of the highest
importance that the settlement should come from an Irish
Assembly and to secure this " there must be concessions on
all sides." The only hope of agreement lay in a solution which
" on the one side provides for the Unity of Ireland under a
single legislature and on the other preserves the well-being of
the Empire and the fundamental unity of the United Kingdom
and adequately safeguards the interests of Ulster and the
Southern Unionists."
The Government had in mind the " reorganisation of the
affairs of the United Kingdom on a federal basis," and the
settlement should therefore be " compatible with the final
realisation of a federal system of the United Kingdom."
" For this reason," continued the Prime Minister, " a system
would be preferable which would leave Customs and Excise
in the first instance under the control of the Imperial Parlia-
ment. The Government, however, recognise that a strong claim
can be made that an Irish Parliament should have some control
over indirect taxation as the only form of taxation which touches
the great majority of the people, and which, at least in peace
time, represents the greater part of Irish revenue. At the same
timevduring the war it is undesirable that there should be any
disturbance in the fiscal and financial relations of Great Britain
Ireland.*'